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Dear Parents, 
 
Many thanks for a very settled and successful 1st half term. Well done to our children 
in Nursery, Reception and the new starters in the school who have settled so well. 
It has been a pleasure watching them gain in confidence and learn staff names, join in 
prayers, receive certificates and develop new friendships.  
 
A huge thank you too, to the children who have been at St Vincent de Paul for a while, 
in their efforts in welcoming the new children and setting a good example. There are 
so many excellent role models who set a very high standard here. 
 
Thank you to the parents who attended the meeting about the consultation 
document that was sent to all parents on 11th October.  
If you were unable to attend, this meeting will be repeated on Thursday 4th November 
at 6pm. 
 Please try to attend as this is a very important meeting. There will be representatives 
from the local authority, the Diocese of Westminster and school governors present to 
answer your questions. 
 In addition, please remember to complete the consultation response and return it to 
school. 
 
Virtual Parents’ evening appointments were sent today for Wednesday 3rd and 
Wednesday 10th November. Please sign up so that you can speak to your child’s 
teacher and share any relevant information. Please note each appointment is 10 
minutes.  
 
Well done to the Year 1 children who enjoyed their poetry recital this week. They 
worked incredibly hard and I know that Ms. Mamak was very impressed with the high 
standard of presentation. 
 
Year 6 have Bikeability training on 1st-5th November. Please wear PE kit and wrap up 
warmly and with appropriate waterproof clothing for cycle training. Please sign and 
return your permission slip as you will not be able to participate without it. 
 
Congratulations to Year 5 who completed their Level 1& 2 training today. They cycled 
6 miles this morning to Elephant & Castle and back! They will sleep well tonight. 
 
Please label all uniform over the half term as a number of items have been lost. If you 
can label clearly with name labels that is the best way, if not a biro on the labels with 
initials and class will do. Please keep rewriting these after washing as they 
fade and then we cannot identify who the clothing belongs to. 
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A reminder that toys cannot be brought into school as they get lost and the children 
become upset. Please keep you toys safely at home. Remind your children about this 
and please check bags and pockets. 
 
Please inform school in advance if someone other than a parent/childminder or 
someone who regularly collects is going to collect your child from school. You may 
telephone or email the school. 
 We cannot hand the children over to people we do not know or recognise. This is 
so that we can keep all children safe. 
 
Miss McAteer needs egg boxes if you have any BUT they can only be the Happy Egg 
boxes that are yellow and hold 10 eggs. 
 Please drop them to the nursery after half term. 
 

 
 

Nursery Clotilde 

Reception Himara 
Year 1 Maria K 

Year 2 Leo 
Year 3 Adam 

Year 4 Valentina 
Year 5 Jakub 

Year 6 Jahnel 
 
Today all of the children from the St Bernadette House were allowed to wear non-
uniform clothes. 
This week’s results are: 
 

St. Bernadette 1147 

St. Francis 862 
St. Joseph 560 

St. Therese of Lisieux 540 
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Well done to Year 5 and Reception classes who both won the ‘lining up’ award. The 
children in each class are encouraged to line up smartly at the end of each playtime 
and lunchtime and the class that wins the most ‘ticks’ is awarded an extra playtime. 
 
 
Black History Month at St Vincent de Paul 
 
We have been celebrating Black History Month throughout October. Many events 
have taken place. 
Nursery Class was inspired by these special people: 
Alma Woodsey Thomas was a teacher and painter.  She was inspired by the beautiful 
colours in nature. The children really enjoyed looking at a painting by Alma Thomas. 
It made them feel happy looking all the beautiful colours. Many of the children 
thought it looked like a rainbow sun.  They used corkscrews to make the circle shapes 
for their own happy paintings. 
St Martin de Porres.   
Nursery listened to the story of St Martin de Porres.  He lived a long time ago but is 
always remembered for being kind in his words and actions to everybody he met.  St 
Martin de Porres looked after animals as well as people.  The children said that they 
would like to have him as a friend.  The children drew pictures of their favourite animal 
to celebrate all of God's creations on earth. 
 
In Reception class, the children have celebrated the achievements of black men and 
women in the past and today. They studied Yinka Shonibare, the British-Nigerian 
artist. They also enjoyed reading the book Anansi the Spider, an African folktale 
character associated with wisdom. 
In addition, they learnt about West African culture through the story of Femi the Fox. 
The children were inspired by the incredible illustrations of the street market. A 
number of them said that they would like to try Jollof rice, a West African dish. We 
wonder if some of the children will ask you to cook Jollof rice over half term? 
 
In Year 1, the children have been studying the lives of Katherine Johnson & Rosa Parks. 
 
 Year 2 have been focusing on reading sessions with books which celebrate the 
achievements and stories of black people.  
They have read Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman and are continuing to work on 
Grandad Mandela (a story written by Nelson Mandela's daughter and grandchildren), 
The Ghanaian Goldilocks by Tmara Pizzoli and Coming to England by Floella Benjamin. 
 
Year 3 have been learning about the achievements of the black civil rights activist, 
Rosa Parks. 
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Year 4’s art lessons have been based on the black artist, Frank Bowling. They have also 
been exploring the theme of freedom in their Literacy lessons. 
 
Year 5 have been working on a class text, Hidden Figures where they have explored 
the themes of racism and sexism. They have learnt about Katherine Johnson, Dorothy 
Vaughan, Mary Jackson & Christine Darden. These 4 African- American female 
mathematicians helped America to win the space race, after being employed as 
‘human computers’. 
 
Year 6 have learnt about influential Black people including Michelle Obama, Sir Trevor 
MacDonald, MPs Dianne Abbott and David Lammy, Sir Mo Farah, the 11-year-old CEO 
& vegan chef & restaurateur Omari McQueen.  
They are currently studying ‘The Windrush Child’ by Benjamin Zephaniah. This fictional 
text teaches us the importance of history and why we must learn from our past 
mistakes. 
We have learnt so much this month and although Black History Month officially ends 
in October, we have further events lined up for November. 
 
Thank you in advance for your continued support.  
Have a lovely half term and a well-earned rest. (Remember to keep up with the daily 
reading) 

 
Mrs. Fothergill 
Head of School 
 


