


Catholic Values & British Values 

The government set out its definition of ‘British values’ in the ‘Prevent 
Strategy’ (2011), which was designed to prevent the extremism and religious 
radicalization of young people. British values are considered by the present 
government to be democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect 
and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs. The promotion of 
‘British values’ is central to Catholic education because British values have 
their origin in the Christian values of our nation. 

“We are proud that Catholic schools promote values that are both Catholic and British, 

including: respect for the individual, democracy, individual liberty, respect, tolerance and 

inclusiveness. Our schools promote cohesion by serving more ethnically diverse and poorer 

communities. Catholic schools provide high standards of education which are popular with 

parents from all social, economic and faith backgrounds.” 

Paul Barber (Catholic Education Service 15 December 2014) 

St Vincent de Paul is a Catholic school which seeks to live out the values of 
Jesus Christ. We promote these values by our words and deeds, and Catholic 
doctrine and practice therefore permeates every aspect of the school’s 
activity. We provide a Catholic curriculum, which is broad and balanced, 
recognising that every pupil is unique and is created in the image of God (Gen 
1:27). Our curriculum is designed to enable every pupil to discern their 
vocation and to be well-equipped to follow it as active citizens in service to the 
world.  

Catholic Religious Education is the “core of the core curriculum” (Pope St 
John Paul II) and the foundation of the entire educational process.  

We also provide a wide range of extra-curricular activities and strong pastoral 
support. We incorporate democratic principles, value the rule of law, support 
individual liberty and foster a community in which different faiths and beliefs 
are respected. 
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